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Abstract

Background: Theological peace education and moral formation is frequently invoked in Christian responses to
insecurity, but its relationship with community-level outcomes requires specific measurement. Objective: To
determine the relationship between theological peace education and moral formation and perceived reduction
of community insecurity (PRCI) in the FCT, Abuja. Methods: The study used the 586-response CECIQ household
survey drawn from 24 clusters across all six FCT Area Councils. Scale reliability, item distributions, weighted
Spearman association and the prespecified survey-weighted simultaneous model were examined; the full model
used 366 complete cases and Holm correction across five hypotheses. Results: TPEMF had weighted M=3.433
(SD=0.937), a=0.832, w=0.833. Its weighted association with PRCI was p=0.410 (pairwise n=527). In the full
model, B=0.143, 95% CI [.043, .243], standardized p=0.169, Holm p=.027, with AR?=0.020. The relationship
remained positive in the equal-weight sensitivity analysis.Conclusion: Theological peace education and moral
formation were positively associated with perceived community-security improvement in the FCT after
adjustment for other Church practices and contextual factors. The public value of formation appeared strongest
when it was concrete: affirming dignity, rejecting revenge, interpreting Scripture responsibly, encouraging
lawful protection and disciplining communication. The weaker performance of rumour resistance shows where
churches can convert theology into more credible human-security practice.

Keywords: practical theology; peace education; moral formation; religion and security; rumour resistance;
human dignity; Christian ethics; Federal Capital Territory

1. Introduction

Christian responses to insecurity often begin with preaching, catechesis and moral exhortation. The weakness
of that approach is obvious when teaching remains generic, partisan or detached from how people speak and
act under pressure. The public question is therefore whether theological formation becomes observable as
respect for equal dignity, rejection of revenge, responsible interpretation of Scripture, lawful citizenship,
protection of vulnerable persons and resistance to inflammatory rumours.

This question has particular relevance in Nigeria, where religious identities can support reconciliation but can
also be mobilized within exclusionary narratives. Appleby (2000) describes this ambivalence of the sacred;
Nigerian scholarship likewise argues that religious teaching can support nonviolence and social cohesion when
sacred texts are interpreted responsibly (Ngwoke & Akabike, 2022; Obasi & Igbo, 2023). The CECIQ translated
that normative claim into five behavioural indicators under the construct theological peace education and moral
formation (TPEMF).

© 2026 CHIA TECH SOLUTIONS AND RESOURCES LIMITED - chiatechlibrary@gmail.com - Page 1



CHIATECH JOURNAL

SETEHEM - OPEN ACCESS - DOUBLE-BLIND
PEER REVIEW

CHIATECH JOURNAL
SETEHEM - VOLUME 2 - ISSUE 1 -
e007 - AUGUST 2026

CHIATECH JOURNAL | SETEHEM | VOLUME 2 - ISSUE 1 - AUGUST 2026 | e007
The article focuses on the first prespecified objective of the FCT study. It treats statistical evidence neither as a
test of Christian truth nor as proof that preaching causes lower crime. Rather, it asks whether respondents who
observed stronger peace-ethical formation also reported stronger improvement in the human-security
outcomes represented by PRCIL
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1.1 Aim and hypothesis

The article addresses the prespecified question: what relationship exists between theological peace education
and moral formation and PRCI among adult residents of the FCT? The null hypothesis stated that TPEMF had no
adjusted relationship with PRCI after simultaneous entry of the five Church-engagement constructs and
prespecified covariates.

2. Materials and Methods

The parent doctoral study used a stratified multistage household survey across all six Area Councils of the
Federal Capital Territory (Abaji, AMAC, Bwari, Gwagwalada, Kuje and Kwali). Area Council was the explicit
stratum and four communities or enumeration-area equivalents were selected within each council, giving 24
field clusters. Within clusters, households were selected systematically from fresh or verified listings, and one
eligible adult was selected within each participating household using a Kish-style random procedure. Eligibility
required age 18 years or older and at least 12 months of residence. The sample was not restricted to Christians
because the public consequences of Church action were intended to be judged by residents across faith
positions and levels of Church contact.

The Church Engagement and Community Insecurity Questionnaire (CECIQ) measured five Church-engagement
domains with five items each: theological peace education and moral formation (TPEMF),
mediation/dialogue/public advocacy (MDPA), socioeconomic empowerment/humanitarian relief/psychosocial
care (SEHPC), community-security engagement/early-warning support (CSEW), and institutional/interfaith
collaboration (IIC). Perceived reduction of community insecurity (PRCI) was measured with seven items
covering everyday safety, fear and tension, cohesion, access to help, incident response, protection of vulnerable
persons and recovery/resilience. Items used a 1-5 agreement scale with separate 0 = not observed/not
applicable and 9 = prefer not to answer codes; 0 and 9 were excluded from scale means. Three optional open-
ended questions captured helpful actions, weak or unsafe practices and priority improvements.

Instrument development included expert review by a seven-member multidisciplinary panel, cognitive
pretesting with 12 adults, and a separate 60-person pilot in communities excluded from the main study. The
pilot showed McDonald’s omega values of .79-.89 and Cronbach’s alpha values of .78-.88 across the six scales
and prompted targeted wording/translation revisions, including clearer distinction between lawful early-
warning reporting and rumour circulation. In the main data, alpha ranged from .796 to .875 and omega from
.798 to .879.

The field target was 642 household contacts. The analytical file contained 586 questionnaires (578 complete
and eight partial), an operational response rate of 92.4% after exclusion of eight ineligible contacts. Scale-
specific valid samples ranged from 524 to 569; the survey-weighted simultaneous model used 366 respondents
with all required scales and covariates across the 24 clusters. Weighted Spearman correlations described
bivariate relationships. The primary inferential model regressed PRCI on all five Church-engagement scores
simultaneously and adjusted for Area Council, years of residence, age, sex, Church contact and insecurity
exposure. Supplied final weights and cluster-robust standard errors were used, and the family of five
prespecified hypotheses was controlled with Holm’s sequential adjustment. An equal-weight model was
retained as a sensitivity analysis.

The study was designed to avoid collection of operational intelligence or identifiable victim information.
Fieldwork proceeded only after written institutional clearance and required permissions. Consent was
documented before participation; research assistants were trained in neutral administration, distress
recognition, confidentiality, referral and safe handling of security-sensitive material. Exact household locations
were not retained in the analytical dataset.
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3. Results

TPEMF produced a weighted mean of 3.433 (SD=0.937) and satisfactory internal consistency (Cronbach's
a=0.832; McDonald's w=0.833). The scale's item pattern shows where the practice was visible and where public
reach remained uneven.

Table 1. TPEMF item-level response pattern

Short ti 1
ort operationa Agree % Not observed %

indicator

Equal human dignity

TPEMF1
across differences

56.7 5.8 3.480

Nonviolence,
TPEMF2 reconciliation, rejection of 52.6 5.5 3.400
revenge

Responsible scriptural

TPEMF3 . .
interpretation

59.4 2.7 3.542

Lawful
TPEMF4 citizenship/protection of 54.2 4.6 3.438
vulnerable persons

Verification of
TPEMF5 rumours/inflammatory 47.8 3.9 3.270
messages

Note. Agree % uses valid 1-5 responses for agreement/strong agreement; not-observed % uses all 586 response records.

Figure 1. Item-level profile of theological peace education and moral formation.

3.1 Relationship with PRCI

The weighted Spearman relationship between TPEMF and PRCI was positive (p=0.410; n=527). In the primary
survey-weighted simultaneous model, TPEMF retained an adjusted coefficient of B=0.143, 95% CI [.043, .243],
standardized f=0.169; Holm p=.027. Its incremental contribution was AR?=0.020. The result was interpreted as
an adjusted association, not as proof that the practice caused a reduction in recorded crime.

Table 2. Statistical summary for TPEMF

Metric Result

Weighted construct mean 3.433
Weighted SD 0.937
Cronbach a 0.832
McDonald w 0.833
Weighted p with PRCI 0.410 (n=527)
Adjusted B 0.143
95% CI [.043,.243]
Standardized 3 0.169
Holm-adjusted p .027

AR? 0.020

Figure 2. Researcher interpretation of the TPEMF pathway to human-security outcomes.
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Peace teaching and rumour control appeared in 135 respondent references (23.0%) across the structured open-
ended categories. Several priority responses emphasized professional peace-communication training,
supporting the item-level finding that the translation of peace teaching into everyday information practice
remains an area for improvement.
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4, Discussion

TPEMF retained a positive adjusted relationship with PRCI after simultaneous control for the other Church-
engagement domains and contextual covariates. The result is modest in size but theoretically important because
formation is frequently dismissed as too intangible for public-security analysis. In this study, formation was not
measured as doctrinal agreement; it was measured through observable messages and norms that could shape
conduct.

The item profile also prevents an overly celebratory reading. Responsible scriptural interpretation had the
highest agreement, whereas verification and resistance to rumours/hate speech had the lowest agreement. This
gap identifies the point at which abstract formation must become communication discipline. In an environment
where misinformation can intensify identity conflict, a sermon on peace is incomplete if congregational
communication continues to reward sensational, unverified or stigmatizing claims.

The finding is coherent with practical theology. Osmer's descriptive and interpretive tasks require attention to
what churches actually do; normative reflection asks whether those practices correspond to the Christian
commitments they claim; the pragmatic task asks how practice should change. The CECIQ results place that
cycle in a measurable public setting: dignity, nonviolence and responsible interpretation are credible when they
shape citizenship, protection and truth-telling under insecurity.

The theological interpretation should remain bounded. The coefficient does not show that doctrine is reducible
to an effect size, nor that higher TPEMF mechanically produces safety. It shows that within this FCT sample,
stronger observed peace-oriented formation was associated with stronger perceived improvement even after
adjustment.

4.1 Practical implications

e Develop peace-formation curricula that explicitly connect Christian doctrine to nonviolence, lawful
citizenship, protection of vulnerable persons and accurate communication.

e Train clergy and lay communicators to address misinformation, collective blame and inflammatory
interpretation of Scripture in concrete local terms.

e Evaluate teaching by observable practice indicators—not attendance or programme counts alone—
including whether congregations verify messages and resist revenge narratives.

e Use interfaith and community examples in formation so that Christian identity strengthens neighbour-
protection rather than inward bonding only.

e Link teaching to referral, mediation and safeguarding pathways so moral exhortation has operational
consequences when risk is present.

4.2 Limitations

TPEMF was measured through residents' reports of observed Church teaching and formation, not through
direct sermon coding or longitudinal observation of individual behaviour. PRCI is a perception scale rather than
an official crime series, and the cross-sectional design cannot determine temporal causality. Same-source
measurement may inflate association despite safeguards. The findings therefore concern the public visibility
and association of formation, not the intrinsic truth of doctrine or a quantified crime-prevention effect.

5. Conclusion

Theological peace education and moral formation were positively associated with perceived community-
security improvement in the FCT after adjustment for other Church practices and contextual factors. The public

© 2026 CHIA TECH SOLUTIONS AND RESOURCES LIMITED - chiatechlibrary@gmail.com - Page 4



CHIATECH JOURNAL
SETEHEM - OPEN ACCESS - DOUBLE-BLIND
PEER REVIEW

CHIATECH JOURNAL
SETEHEM - VOLUME 2 - ISSUE 1 -
e007 - AUGUST 2026

CHIATECH JOURNAL | SETEHEM | VOLUME 2 - ISSUE 1 - AUGUST 2026 | e007
value of formation appeared strongest when it was concrete: affirming dignity, rejecting revenge, interpreting
Scripture responsibly, encouraging lawful protection and disciplining communication. The weaker performance
of rumour resistance shows where churches can convert theology into more credible human-security practice.
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